
Kellner von Sarnen, 1229 -1307 

 

In medieval times, the Kellner was a ‘Ministerial’, an oƯicial who worked for monastic or 
feudal estates. He managed grain stores, wine cellars, and food stores, rents, tithes, and 
financial accounts. The Kellner of Sarnen were Ministerials who served the Murbach-
Lucerne Abbey, which owned land in Oberwalden since early times. In 1291, a few months 
before the foundation of the Swiss Confederation, Murbach-Lucerne Abbey sold its 
possessions to the Lords of Habsburg, and the Ministerials now served their new masters. 
The oƯice covered a wide area: Sarnen, Kerns, Sachseln, and Giswil. A 1229 document 
shows the first Buochmann as Kellner of Sarnen.  

Ministerials were a junior noble class. By 1291, the Kellner were recognized as chevaliers 
(knights). The title and position were inheritable from father to all his sons. The Kellner of 
Sarnen did not use ‘Buochmann’ as their surname; Kellner was a proud, prestigious 
function, and they called themselves by their function and oƯice: 'Kellner von Sarnen'. The 
same Kellner family and descendants typically served for many generations. Brothers, or 
father and son, could act as Kellner. 

 Between 1304 and 1307, the Kellner of Sarnen ended his oƯice after Emperor Henry VII 
ordered by decree that the Habsburgs lose all power in Oberwalden. The Kellner kept the 
title, status, and function and resettled in other towns in central Switzerland, initially in 
Malters. I am sure the Kellner of Sarnen were Buochmann families.  A 1317 document in 
the Luzern state archive charter (URK/127/1894) retroactively confirmed the last Kellner of 
Sarnen's true surname: Heinrich Buochmann.  

Today we can admire the Hexenturm (Witch Tower), strong and beautiful; it was built under 
a Buochmann Keller in 1285-1286. 
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